,,Dear; Boys-~-

v,

. T ‘ . " GRANDMUTHEKR IRIHKNET FANNIE TUSHNET
. " Your grandmdther, Fannie Brandchaff,'was bdrn in Dover,-
New Jersey, in 1912. She attended the nublic schuols there. When
'éhe'was:fZ, she worked in a vegetable store welghlng potatoes, etc.

When she st 13, -she commuted to Newark every baturday to wotk In a

mllllnery store for §3 a day.,

When the family moved to “ewark she Ex®E went to. South Slde

ri‘High-School.’ At that tlme she had a pretty face but she was very x

i fat, -She’ lost welght after she started college.‘i»“w”‘

She- went'to Long Island Unlver51ty 1n Brooklyn,?iavell ﬁg_\

;there from “ewark every day. She was gradnated in 1935, On week-ends

*?whlle she Went to college ‘she wnkked selllng women 8 shoes.

 ﬁen wbrked for si; mbnthsfaeﬁafeubetitutefteégﬁe_

'!HlllSlde ngh School 1n the Engllsh denartment bhe hated teachlng.




- .

.

‘ She had soft shiny light brown hair, an oval face, wondg&ul!brown
eyes with very large pupile, and beautiful.Ly shap:d 1ips. Besides,
she was xnxsiixgnnnxx lntelllgent.

I didn'? understand at the time how such & beauty hadn't

been snapped up long‘ego but since then 1 have learned that beauties

like her ﬁﬁghten a lot of men. - .

3

1 met her at-a county Party meeting. The first time-I_saweher

-But . someone

I eald to myeel ; _'That 8 the glrl I d llke to marry.

(a story I'll tell you when you re older and I am very x old) told

me that she was already;marr1ed.~-l_ }dn{tjii A




" Dedr Boys--

MOKE FAMILY HLSTURY

Joshua Waga ——1<;Fé1ge B ) Hershl Brandchait - kebecca
Eva Waga - — Isadore Brandcha:t
"born 1890 _ _ born 1890
~died 1971 - ~died 1953
I [ 7
Harry Bernard -~ Rebeccsa
born 1910

born 1916 born 1920
! ‘/uuv G-ro.ndmo)‘l# |

Grandma s grandmother, Felge, was marrled 1o Joshua Waga, who was k-3

Bealer in bones from whlch glue and fertwllzer were made.i xhey lived

in Ngwy Dwor, a small town about 20 mlles from Warsaw mn ﬂoland.

Wagas had four ch11dren. three boys and &a glrl. Thelr-family‘was strongl*
antl—rellglous, so Eva (your great—granamotheﬁ attendea

Eva came to thls country 1n 1905. She changed Jer: ¢ast

because her brother Sam had changea hlS to that name.,T

-~

3
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Dear Boys-- |
MORL FAMILY HISTORY

Your great-grandfather,-Ieadone Brandchaft, came to this country in

1905 with your great-grandmother, Bve Wegner, with whom he wes in

love. They began livxng together in New York City. They both got

Jobs in the garment 1ndustry. Isadore took the K.Y, State examinations
and passed them and got a high school’ oertlflcate which made him

'.xk eligible for college. He worked durlnv the day and at night )

he went to New York Unlverelty.ﬁ He had two yeare of college work. -

s Eva B brother, Sam, had a emall store 1n Dover,'lew 5ereey,

- a little town 1n the- mlddle of a farmlng area. Eva persuﬁded £xx

Isadore to move to Dover. There he got a8 good job as a clerk in the

Plcatlnny Arsenal worklng for the U.s. government.

He had hlS ap-
l atlon in for cltlzenship.

Durlng Vorld War I he was-allowed ic:fi

was called “the Red Scare. All iorelgnere were regardea.astgﬂi!i Aih.

Rueelan Bolehev1ks wantlng to overthrow the government here...He~was o

ot yet a 01tlzen 80 he vas flred from hls job He became a cltlzen
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.Dear Benjamin

'MORZ GEl NEALUGY
.My paternal grandgpother, Clara Westell was born in Odessa,
. Russia. I-do not know anything about her parents. There is a funny
story abeut her brothers, though. They came to the U.S.A. before
'ehe did. On board the ship‘someone (e chochem, which originally
meant in nebrew "a w1se man, but which cume to mean "a wise guy")
. said the U S. immigratlon officials did not 11ke hard-to-spell

foreign names. On hls advzce the Westells changed thelr names on’ﬂi.ﬂ]

'thelr tlckets to Silbersteln, which the chochem sald was more Amerlean.

My grandmother, Clara,.wae marrled as a young girl to ny. -

grandfether,vLeon Tushnet. He was some eort of clerk in an offioeAﬂ

. in Odessa. Slnce he was jewrsh that leads me ‘to thlnk that hls

famlly nust have ‘been merchants or people w1th a little wealth,

enough to brlbe the Tsarlst offlclals to give’ hlm a aob. The o _
' Tushnets lived happily together for only ixxxxxxxxx two y~ars. .My;fg

~::;father, Samuel, ‘was ‘born to them, He was.named after.my grandmother s

eg-~~‘father, who had dled snortly after the Tushnets got marrled ”Leohﬁ
Tuehnet'died Buddenly of a hemorrhage from the lungs, presuma%ly




Leon Tushnet a men called (?Abraham) Lavroff, a carpenter. He was
a drunkerd. Clara ~avroff had then several children: Jacob, Dora;l
Rose, Lily} Elizabeth, and then when she was six months' pregnant
with Harry, her husband deserted her.. She never heard from him
agein. . A.‘ ‘ -A : . | |

It was very hard for her to get esliong in Odeesa, & lone woman
with 80 many children. Her brothers in America and a brother of

~Leon Tushnet sent money for fare for ny father to come to America;:'”

“He lived with ‘the Tushnets in New York for a short whlle and worked

as a house-palnter. He borrowed money and sent 1t to Gdeesa for f;.

- fare. The Lavroff family then came to America. 'My Uncle ﬁarry:vf*;
was still an infant. -

My grandmother was very angry at the flat nw'faxher had rented

for her. It was on the top floor of e six-story tenement onAttorney

T - Street on ﬂew Tork'e 1ower Bast ‘Side. The flat was dark and dlrty
.ywith a t01let 1n the hall.. Furthermore, all her neighbors were‘;f

}JeWe and she could speak very llttle Yiddish, ‘having. llved all her S
e ife amidet Ru851ans. (Slde note—-my grandmother 1earned %0. speak
iddish but At was mlxed wlth so-many English words that everyone




streets lined w1th big trees and was not crowded as New York was. On
the advice of & bartender in a Russian saloon they found a fiat on
"Phe Hill," a part of Springfield Avenue just above the area where

© the german Jews lived. My grandmother liked the flat and the family

moved to Newark.

My grandmother was illiterate; she could read and write

= n6 language, but she was a smarty woman. She 11ﬁed 1o be 96 years

old. She broke her hip“when~she was‘89, and for:the next seven years

she was conflned to a wheel-chair and then to'bed.'nHer mlnd‘uas

clear up to the moment of her death. I llked her very much.

(Next week. Romance)




S aystem, whlch was ownéd by the government. -Vhile he Was stationed

‘bear Eenjamin--
MORE GENEALOGY |
My grandmother (on my mother's side):= your gré&-great-
grandmother. Her name was Sarah Peppi.Winkler. >She was born in
Hungary, and that's all I now about her. bhe died of heart disease
before I was born; My mother said she was a bitter woman, angry

because she didn't live &s well in America as she did in Hungary._

. My maternal grandfather your great-great grandfather.vas

.Marcus Schoenbrunn He was born in Hungary. Be went to echool tﬁere

in & separate school for dews. He learned there ‘how to ead and

write German and Hungarlan. In those days, Hungary was part of~$he

Auetro-Hungarlan Empire; Franz Josef was the Emperor._ Marcus was

very brlght in scbool.‘ We have in our sunparlor a framed :nxxix

' certiflcate that was glven to hlm for excellence in hlB studles.

fwhen ‘he grew up he-became an off1c1al of. some sort on the railway




Leopold was born.

Because he was an educated man, ‘‘ercus soon got & job as an
ingurance agént selling~policies; Many Hungarian Jews came to '
Newark in that time because‘the Jvews (who Bpoke “erman well) had'

! no problem in meking themselves understood. _ o R
Marcus was the organizer and first prdsident of the -j :

Ungarische-lsraelltlsche Kranken Unterstﬁtzungs Vereln (which means

'fHungarlan-Jewish Slck Benefit Associatlon)

oy g &

burlal fees and prov1ded a cemetery.' The Society had a_funnyi ule'fz

 3or.Eng1ish; That was because the members regarded'Hungarlan as a




Dear Benjamin and Michael--

MOKE FAMILY HISTORY |
M)‘f father, bamuel, became & hou§ palnte*‘ and my Uncle Jake becme his
helper. There were no laws about child labor in those days. My
father went o night school to learn to read and write Englishy He
went for about two weeks. *“e learned to read'very well but he.neyer
leafned how‘tofspell. He couldndt understand'nhy the language was:
'80 inconelstent because Russ1an is & phonetlc banguage in which the_
‘words. are 'epelled Ahé way they sound ‘but Engllsh is’ not. Anyway,

- he becanme & great reader,.espec1ally of short éorlee of adventure.

Scaffolds were used to palnt the out81des of rouses. The scaifolds
were attached 1o the tops of the houses by grapollng hooks.: Dne aay,
one of the hooks gave way whlle my . .father and Uncle Jake were. on the .
aoaffold and they fell to the ground, Lucklly, nelther one - was hurt.
But ‘my graﬁdmother said there would be no more worklng on scaffolds..
My Uncle Jake, who 1iked to draw, became a 51gn-pa1nter. Hy father,

who was a very tall etrong man, became a hatter. Hattlng was the

.biggest 1ndustry in l“ewark then* Newark was the centeqéf men e hat



My father and my mother became acquainted and then went together for

about a year. There was onpos1tion to their marriage. The Schoenbrunns

:

thought marrying a Russian Hew was terrible° ke my grandmother Lavroff,
on - the other hand, ‘was worrled that she would xhxx lose the pay

my father brought home. Love conquers all. My father and mother

»

were marrled early in1908 _ They eet up housekeeping in & flat 1n

the same nelghborhood. {'” B g L -_;5

(Next




' Dear Benjamin and Michael--

A

L

. _ | MOR:S FAMILY HISTORY ~ - =
‘ A Y'ew months after their herriage my parents moved to e flat
on Rose St., in Newark, in the same general neighboﬁhobd.' I was
born there on November 26, 1908. My mother made a joke about my
birthday: "When he was born, the whole nation‘gave_thenke.“ "I
was born on Thankegiving. : S e v
"My father  continued to work as a hatter' my mother now became

& dreeemaker._ She alvays had a flalr for design ‘gnd was good at. ;i“f

5_.' eewing and’ draping.. In those days ‘there were ‘no ready-made dresses

for women; worklng ctlass women made ‘their own dresses,.and rlcher

‘.

women went to dressmakers. My mother soon built‘up a steady tliéh%ele

of wéll-to-do women. - She draped sewed and fitted the ‘dresses at.home.

7f-~uumy %rother Marcus vas born in 1912' my sister Shlrley in 1920.

ﬁy iamily dld a 1ot of moving around,. and “as’ a'result I wentfe

to a nuﬁber of different-echools when I'was*a boy.

Y

. I started klndergarten at Waverly Avenue School flrst grade at
'*Cleveland School second grade at Vamden St School and I entered the

%heird'grade at Mlller St School. I went to summer school therem




55/ He went to many doctors and went to the hospital several times, 10
do avail; At last his right leg had to be amputated above the knee.
Now my mother had to support the f;mily, Bressmaking had died’
out with the coming of ready-made dresses for;women after World War
I, B8O ehe‘worked as an operator on men's, hats. My father took over
the household chores until the dlsease affected his left 1eg.~_Fr§m: .
-loans from the X.U.V., my mother bought a small éry-g de store_in
East Orange so she could stay home and care for hlm.: There were 3
rooms behind thd etore.' We barely eked out a living. 'In 49245;3yq-
‘d months after ny graduation from.nast range ngh School, my father

had 1o have his left, leg amputated abobe'the’knee. -From, then on“he:;fw

>..‘was gpfined to a wheelchalr.

;ﬂ;] - My mother gave up the store because the incomd:was.$oo;1ow§_l
_ she went back 10 work., We moved back to “ewark to a tenement house
on Sprlngfleld Avenue.. There the rooms were 1arge enough for -my

.)-w
father toﬂet around 1nhls wheelchalr and hlB famlly, who lived in

ﬂ%or around the same tenement could help out when needed. g.QTf_ | ‘

o of New York_Unlversity., Round-trlp fare 1o’ ew York«was 36 a month




jﬂV,Dear Boys--

7/

Famiiy History Continued

I got a week-end. job at Nedick's, an orange drlnk stana,
and in the summer i worked for the same company on Coney island,
which was then the big amusement area for New Yorkers. I got ‘pnly

a helf- tultlon scholarship for my second year in college, but a full
tuition scholarshlp for the thtid year.

.

At the end of my thlrd year 1n collgge, I applled to three'
medical schools"only three because going auay to echool.was beyond
our-flnanclal‘abllitles.' Chances of getting into medical school were

'°—%811ght 5ecause of the quotas agalnst Jewsﬂ(and Itallans) I applied

ko Columbla,,ﬁellevue, and Long ;slendfhedlcal College;in\BTOOKlyn'

";Hy flrst interv1ew as at Columbla. After 1t was over, he(Dean asked

.

jA'Do you have anj questlonS”" I replled “Frankly speaklng, inxxxi'ﬁfh.

will I be admltted?”"ﬁe answored 'WFrankly speakiﬁg:ﬂno._,ll was




¥y /
¥/
I/
/

/-

/

-explained fhis to the medical school office but they were uhinterested
in cy problem and just suggested that thec I quit school. One of

the teachers suggested that 1 go to see Lucious N. Liitauer, a
millionaire who had a great interest in medlclne._‘He loaned me fSOO
at 6% imiiexe 1nterest to be pald back by the beglnning of my fourth

year. During the summer of that year my mother got sick and was

0perated on for hyperthyroldlsm- the famlly then moved back to

iNewark. Durlng the summer and from then on I worked at Grant 8 ;

Mingk Lunch a low class establlshment. One of the bosses there S

ilenf me the last year s tuition at no. 1nterest. I.flnally g"aduated'j;

t

\

';ffcm medical school 1n 1931.-4'5[, ?“ tfc--jﬁc‘c_su‘;“j‘ Aci‘ﬁf

because of the Depress1on. Very few of the prlvate rooms w\(

!

fthe werds were overcrowded' there-vas no such_thngcas;@&spizw
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Dear Boys-- . |
BIOGRAPHY S | o
The first year I was in practice I made a total of 3732 That
was really very little. The next year I made $1032., But after that'
my practice 1ncreased by leaps and bounds so that by the time I got
married to your grandmother in 1939 I imd §10,000 in the bank and
was considered & rich man. DMy flrst car, a 1925 Pontlac, coet me

350 “but in 1939 I- already had a bright yellow Packard. The reason” . -

I vas able to do so~well was - that I as. a- very good doctor.

I was very out301ng and made frlends easlly.' One of my.ées%b
.frienas was a Dr.. Earl Stagé -one of my classmates. Hls father bad
been a’ doctor In- Newark but had dléd the same year we graduated from
medical school and £arl took over ‘his - practice.' But he was as unbusy
-as I was, 8O We' often v1stied back and forth durlng the afternoons.
Earl was marrled to a8 glrl whose famlly had been very wealthy but
they 1ggt all thelr ‘money in. the stock market Her brother‘was ‘now
a sort of measenger boy 1n Wall Street. He told her that everybody

W' York) was readiné,
‘bookz'hat 'hey raved bout--John.Strachey 8 "Cbmlng Struggle’for

':on Vall Street (the flnanc1al district of‘




ugh‘we all knew each?other. My‘name-was;B. Arnol&._,

_}Meetings were held every Tueeday night. We dlscuseed phlloeophy,.,

f”pblitice, selling the Party newspaperyletc. One 1mportant'thing for

‘Tthfidoctors was the raising of money to carry on Party act1v1ties- :;?”~f§

sfbecause the doctors were: the (cnmparatlvely) rlchest local members.‘7re

Tanother party unlt. I asked who she was and was told that was Ki}di?;f
xFern Bradley. I saw- her a few tlmes after"tbat at meetlngs«but whee |
:I.asked about her, I was told she was already marrled. o

- That was your grandmother.. She ‘was the mos = beautiful girl

 I have ever seen, and that‘includes ‘movie actresses. When you cone
vistmng‘us, I'11 show you some of her 01ctures from tha+ tlme. in
aadition to beauty, she was very smart and had 4 good sense of humor.

- She wasn't married, at alll I met her at party to raise money
fer Spanisn War Relief and found that out. That was in warch, 1939.

After that we went out together every week--to another party for a

worthy cause!  in June we decided we ought to get marrled but I had

[zztntiuuz¢»("k¢¢wy ‘WfééJ



Dear Boys-- ’

AND STILL MOR: BIOGRAPHY

A PROBLuiM. I dian't know how my parents would like the idea Af_me
xxﬁamhx marrying a Gentile girl. (Remember-fl knew &ou; grandmotiher
by the name of Fern Braédley.) I tolfiyburlgrandmother that and she
1aughed we were on the way to meet her paﬂ%ats and Uncle Harry ‘and
Uncle @ernle. When I saw the name on the doorbell 1 begen to laugh,
too. So--on July 2 1939, 1 marrled Fannie Srandchaft.

At flrst we lived in the two TOOMS behlnd my offlce..(By
that time my Darents and Aant Shlrley had moved to ‘an apartment next

door..) About three months 1ater we took the flrst floor of a two-

family house on Osborne xerrace in hewark.

’

.ff” 3 A’ : I forgot to tell ‘you, really forgot, -about our honey moon..

After the weddlng (ln Grandma's house) ‘we drove to a hotel in New

fYork. The next day we went out to the Vorld's Falr.. We saw practically

‘ noth1ng because 1t was 80, hot and wve were s0 tlred, so we went back
”‘to the hotel. The next day we left and went'up %o the hotel where"
,f-"‘ Uncle gernle was worklng as a walter. I3 was called South Wlnd and

o f”_aas an the Catsklll Mountains. e stayed there about a week.d There
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2. *=4.f Schoenbrunn

: ‘ o p= 2 Rudolf
Sarah Peppi WinklersMaTcus' Schoenbrunn Leopold=Betti 7 $?=Lichten‘berg
| L L
Lensa Tillie Anna = Frieda Leopold
. (Ilona)  (Oldvia) - | N o

2 = 28 Westel
Clara = Leon Tushnet
g - Samuel - , ) ‘

'Samuel'Tushhet ‘= Lené S-cho‘evnbrunn -

_ . . . B

"~ Leonard ) - Mar'cJ:"us S Shirley 3
e ) Isidore Ef}a‘ndchaft = Eva{iig_n.e.:__'

SRR ey —1L . 4 i D
.+ .- Harry . . Fannie . Bernard ~ Rebecea’. i .

rd Tushnet = ie B
_ 1

= T il R
Judith = Donald- Eroder ... -Neida . o ..Mark -

"-Benaamn.n M:Lchael




